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Railway Climate 
Responsibility Pledge

COP 21 presents the rail sector with an important opportunity, to highlight rail as an 

energy efficient transport mode and also to demonstrate how investing in rail and 

increasing rail market share are an essential part of the solution to climate change. 

At COP 21, UIC will build upon its success at the UN Climate Summit in 2014 where it 

was launched the UIC Low Carbon Rail Transport Challenge. In a message to the 86th UIC 

General Assembly, the Secretary General of the United Nations Ban Ki-moon applauded 

the contribution of UIC Members to the Climate Summit, acknowledged that sector actions 

can make a measurable difference and urged to accelerate efforts.

“I challenge all railways, especially the major ones, to commit to reporting your progress in 

an open, transparent manner. The UIC’s systems are ideally placed to take this step toward 

creating a better future,” said UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.

The Railway Climate Responsibility Pledge refers to the “UIC Low Carbon Rail Transport 

Challenge”, approved by Members in the UIC 2014 General Assembly, and presented in 

New York UN Climate Summit in September 2014, highlighted by Ban Ki-moon as one of 

the 3 “key “initiatives for transport”. 

The Pledge will represent a practical step of the Low Carbon Rail Transport Challenge and 

show the real commitment of railway companies towards the climate targets.

All technical aspects related to the effectiveness and feasibility of the Challenge have been 

investigated in the document “Low Carbon Rail Transport Challenge – Technical Report” 

that can be downloaded at www.uic.org/low-carbon-rail-challenge

The Pledge have been signed by over 65 UIC Members and account for the majority of 

UIC activities (Passenger km + Tonnes km).

The Pledge will represent a practical step of the Low Carbon Rail Transport Challenge and 

show the real commitment of railway companies towards the climate targets.


